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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

The Province of Brazil
On 2 February this year, Brazil became the 19th Province in the Congregation (there are 10 Provinces in Europe, 3 in Africa and now 6 in the Americas: 4 in North
America, plus Trinidad and Brazil) . The Congregation
has been in Brazil for just over a century, and there have
been six Districts there - two in the north and four in the
south. The new Province has 25 Brazilian members
(with Brazil as their Province of origin), along with 16
other members assigned to it as their Province of appointment. Thirteen of these are Germans, who were
formerly members of the District of Brazil South, which
has been suppressed for the creation of the Province.
The five other Districts remain in place and will cooperate with the Province. The Provincial Superior is Fr.
Mose Pontelo, a Brazilian who has been District Superior
of Brazil South for the past three years.
The Province was officially inaugurated at a Mass on 2
February in the chapel of the Sisters of Jesus Crucified at
Capao Redondo, Sao Paulo. Bishop Fernando Jose Penteado, Auxiliary Bishop of Sao Paulo, presided, and among
those concelebrating with him were Fr. Pontelo, the Principal
Superiors of the five Districts and the Principal Superior of
Paraguay. The official documents were read out by Fr. Johannes de Lange, District Superior of Amazonia, and Fr.
Pedro Iwashita, and signed by Fr . Pontelo and the members
of the Province . A festive lunch followed for the Spiritans
and friends of the Congregation who had gathered for the
occasion .
Before the ceremony, nearly 50 Spiritans took part in a
four-day assembly (29 January-2 February) at the same location to discuss the transition from the District of Brazil South
to the Province . It was decided that the Province will hold
its first Chapter from 3-13 September this year in Sao Paulo.
Three main themes were selected for discussion by the

The participants at the assembly from 29 January to 2 February at Capao Redondo.

Chapter: ( 1) Administration, with statutes for the Province to
be drawn up and voted on ; (2) the type of Formation to be
given to candidates ; and (3) Mission, both inside Brazil (the
north-east, Amazonia, Alto Jurtra) and elsewhere . The assembly named three commissions to prepare position papers on these themes and present them to the Provincial
Council by August. The Chapter will also elect a Provincial
Administration, to take office on 2 February next year.

Growth of the Province
On the occasion of the Centenary of the Spiritans in Brazil , Spiritan News No. 58 (August-October 1985) devoted an
article to the history of the six Districts, so here we will
record only the development of the Province.

a) First Period

Fr. Pontelo signs the act of creation of the Province, with Fr.
Buchkremer (first assistant) on his left and Fr. Patrick Peters
(superior of Brazil S. W.) on his right.

French Spiritans worked in the north from 1885 to 1946,
first at Belem for 12 years and then at Manaus and Tete. In
1927, German Spiritans arrived to work in Alto Jurua. Already these early missionaries were concerned about developing local vocations, opening a junior seminary in Tete in
1920 and one in Cruzeiro do Sul in 1937. The first Spiritan
from the Tete seminary was Fr. Manuel de Albuquerque,
who was ordained in 1935 (he died in 1977). At that time
candidates were sent to Portugal for their novitiate and higher studies. Only four members of the new Province are of
this generation: Frs Crist6vao Freire Arnaud (from Manaus),
Meneval de Andrade (Cruzeiro do Sul) and Edison Dantas de
Oliveira (Cruzeiro do Sul), all ordained in 1945, and Fr. Manuel de Lima Cauper (Manaus), ordained in 194 7. At present
these are working , respectively, in Assis (in the State of Sao
Paulo), Brasma, Alto Jurua and Rio de Janeiro.

b) Second Period
. The Dutch Pr~vince Jook over responsibility for the District of Amazonia (Tefe) from the French in 1946. Two
years la_ter came the first move to the south with the joint
foundation by the Germans and the Dutch of a senior schola_sticate in Teres6polis, near Rio de Janeiro (1948), for candidates from the two junior seminaries in the north. This
joint venture lasted only three years, however.
The 1950 General Chapter commissioned the Germans to
found a District in the south of Brazil and the Dutch to do the
same in the centre. Apart from undertaking parishes in
these _areas, th~ D~tch took over a secondary school at ltauna (M1~as _Gera1s) in 1952, and included a junior scholasti~at_e with It tll".'o years later, while the Germans opened a
Junior scholast1cate at Emilian6polis (in the interior of the
State of Sao Paulo) in 1953, and another at Salete further
south in the State of Santa Catarina, in 1960.
'
The first novitiate for this second generation was held at
Te~es6polis in 1961, and philosophy was also studied here,
wh1I~ a _house of theology was opened at Divin6polis (Minas
Ge~~1s) In 1964.. Both of the~e were directed by the Dutch
Sp1~1tans of Brazil Central. This, however, was the period of
Vatican II, and the turbulence in the immediate aftermath of
the Council was not _propitious to vocations. Only three
member,s. of the Province today belong to this generation:
Dom Mano Clemente Neto, who became Bishop of Tete in
1982; Fr. Mose Pontelo, the first Provincial; and Fr. Francisco Lueckmann. Dom Mario and Fr. Pontelo are from Minas
~~rais (Brazil Central), while Fr. Lueckmann, from Salete,
Jom~d as a Brother and went to Germany in 1961 for his formation. He was later ordained in 1981 .

c) Third Period
The third period saw a shift to the south. In 1970 the
~istrict of Brazil South accepted the parish of Vila Mangalot
in Sao Paulo, and the follo~ing year a senior scholasticate,
the Poullart d~s Places lnst1tut_e, was opened near the parish
churc~, replac!ng the scholast1cates at Teres6polis and Divin?pol1s. Its first director was Fr. Gregor Lutz, now Provincial of Germany. Also in 1971, a novitiate for Brothers was
held at the Father Libermann Institute, Salete, and a year later Brothers Alfredo da Silva and Vitor Jose da Silva made
thei'r profession. In 1973 a novitiate for clerics .was held at
Anitapolis (SC), moving the following year to Salete and in
later year~ to S~te Lagoas, ~eilandia and Contagem (these
last three in Brazil Central). Since 1977, clerics and Brothers

have done their novItIate together. The first of the new
generation to be ordained was
Fr. Pedro Iwashita, a Brazilian of
Japanese ancestry, who was
ordained in 1977.
In the meantime two new
groups of Spiritans had arrived
in Brazil: the Irish in 1963 (forming the District of Brazil
South-West) and the Portuguese in 1975 (Brazil SouthEast). The Irish took over responsibility for the junior scholasticate at Emilian6polis in
1967, moving it later to Adamantina and directing it till it
closed in 1972. The junior Dom Mario Clemente
scholasticate at ltauna closed at Neto, Bishop of the Amathe end of the 60s, while the
zon diocese of Tefe.
one at Salete continued until
1987. The junior scholasticate
?t Cruzeiro do Sul (Alto Jurua) is the only one still functioning.
During the 1970s, cooperation between the Districts (" lnterdistritalidade ") increased, and since 1978 there has been
a general assembly every two years (the "Encontrao "), for
all Spiritans working in Brazil. This has played a considerable role in developing a sense of unity and preparing the
ground for the Province. In 1981, Fr. Moze Pontelo was
elected as re~resenta_tive cit the Br~zili?n Spiritans and began
to take part in meetings of the District Superiors. At this
ti_me too it was decided that candidates from all parts of Brazil would be attached to the District of Brazil South, to create
a base for the future Province. Fr. Pontelo himself was elected District Superior of Brazil South in 1986, after being
replaced as representative of the Brazilians for the previous
three years by Fr. Jose Carlos de Oliveira.
Meanwhile there was a steady, if limited, flow of candidates - young men willing to offer their lives in the Congregation to the service of Christ and the poor. In 1979, a second house, the Fr. Laval community, was opened in Vila
Mangalot, for theology. In 1983 it moved to a new locati'?n, at Jardi~ Planalt? in a poor area in the eastern part of
Sao Paulo City. Besides the house of philosophy at Vila
Mangalot, there was also a second house of philosophy at
Contagem (Minas Gerais) from 1983-87 .

The Province today
Of the 25 Brazilian-born professed members of the Province, one is a bishop and there are 16 priests, 3 brothers
and 5 theology students.

The Provincialate (the former District House of BrazilSouth) is at Vila Mariana, 10 minutes by Underground from
the city centre of Sao Paulo, and thus well placed for confreres coming on business. Based here are Fr. Pontelo, Fr.
Anton Buchkremer (first assistant) and Fr. Dionisio Sebold
(provincial bursar), and there is room for nine guests. A
one-and-a-half-hour drive away, on the coast, there is a
beach house at Guaruja for confreres needing a rest and for
:imall meetings. It is also used by groups from the parishes.
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The House of Philosophy at Vila Mangalot can accommodate _14 stud~nt:i, a_nd there are nine there this year, with
Fr: Sergio Castnarn (director) and Fr. Sel90 Eissing, parish
priest of the nearby church of St. John the Baptist. On
~eekends, ~r: Sebold is responsible for another nearby parish, St. Dom1t1lla, and forms part of the pastoral team, which
include~ S~iritan Sisters and the students.
They are involved in Bible study groups, catechesis, youth work, especially for the underprivileged, health care, care of vagrants
etc.
This year's Novitiate began on 3 January at Contagem,
near Belo Horizonte, with six Brazilian novices, as well as

two from Puerto Rico and
one from Haiti. The novice master is Fr. Antonius Gruyters (Holland),
assisted by Fr. Eduardo
Os6rio (Portugal) and Br.
Helmut Glaisner (Germany). The novices help in
the pastoral work, which
extends to six communities, and benefit from
courses at an lntercongregational Novitiate in
Belo Horizonte. One of
the
young
Brazilian
priests, Fr. Carlos Guimaraes, will go this year for
studies in Europe to prepare to take over as novice master in 1992.

the Diocese of Rio do Sul. A little further away, at Piraquara, in the Diocese of Curitiba, Spiritans run a parish for victims of Hansen's disease.
Work at Juazeiro, in the arid and poor north-eastern
State of Bahia, was begun in February 1987 at the suggestion of the Conference of Bishops and the Conference of
Religious of Brazil. A team of four young Brazilian Spiritan
priests took responsibility for three parishes in the town of
Juazeiro, with 15 town communities and 48 in the country.
A lot of their time is devoted to "conscientizing • the people
on human rights and values and to the training of lay leaders.
One of the team, Fr. Jose Carlos de Oliveira, is also involved
in the radio apostolate. This is a part of the country where
African culture is particularly strong, and where life is hard,
both because of difficult agricultural conditions and because
of exploitation of the poor . It may well become the principal
area of the Province's commitment. At the end of 1989, a
parish was also taken on near Salvador, capital of the State
of Bahia, some 450 kms. away .

The House of Theo-

logy at Jardim Pianalto

has a capacity of eight
students, and a smaller
.
house is being adapted
nearby so as to be able to accommodate a few more. At
present there are four Brazilian theologians, plus one from
Puerto Rico and one on overseas experience from USA
West. A fifth Brazilian theologian, Jose Altevir da Silva, at
the end of his third year of theology, has just gone to Makurdi for his overseas experience. Fr. Pedro Iwashita has taken
over as director of theologians this year from Fr. Seamus
Meagher, who had to return to Ireland because of illness and
died at the age of 50 on 26 March. Two former District
Superiors, Frs. Bruno Trachtler (also a former General Councillor) and Klaus Velsinger, live nearby and form part of the
pastoral team of the community, along with two Irish Holy
Rosary Sisters and some lay helpers. The area is populous
and the team is responsible for 11 pastoral communities and
a "favela " (slum area) .
The Provincialate.

Apart from Sao Paulo, the Province's activities are centred mainly in two other areas: Salete, in the south, and Juazeiro, in the north-east. In Salete, though the junior scholasticate was closed three years ago and its buildings rented to
the local authorities, there is still the Fr. Libermann Institute
(also known as the "Morro" or hill), with its farm and carpentry workshops, run by three Brothers: Wilhelm Schuller,
Alfredo da Silva and Vftor Jose da Silva. Its large chapel is
the diocesan shrine of Our Lady of La Salette. The parish
church is run by Spiritans, as well as two other parishes in

The house of theology at Jardim Pianalto.

The Province also has some members in other Spiritan
areas: Alto Jurua, Amazonia (including the Bishop of Tete),
Brazil Central and Brazil South-East. At Governador Valadares (Brazil Central), Fr. Francisco Lueckmann devotes himself particularly to pastoral work for prisoners, in which he
has at times to cope with a certain amount of opposition
from the authorities . Another who has to face opposition
from powerful interests is Fr. Tindao (Gumercindo Pedro de
Oliveira), who is engaged in the "pastoral da terra ·, working
for land rights for the poor at Rolim de Moura, in the northwest State of RondOnia. Further afield, Brother Pedro Falcao, after working for some years in Angola, is now helping
in vocations work in Portugal.
The Province is very much part of today· s Latin American
Church, with its focus on liberation theology and the preferential option for the poor. Much of the work of religious
education, liturgy and • conscientization • to issues of Justice
and Peace is done in basic communities, where there is more
interpersonal contact than in larger parish groupings. The
training of lay leaders is important, and within the Congregation the training of Brothers aims at both their professional
and pastoral formation, so that they can take their place in
pastoral teams, with priests, Sisters and lay persons. The
young priests too are trained for specific ministries as well
as regular pastoral work .

From left: Frs. Jose Carlos de Oliveira, Gumercindo Pedro de
Oliveira and Joao Chiuzo at their ordination to the diaconate
in 1983.

The Congregation's General Chapter in 1992 is to be held
in Brazil, and the young Brazilian Province, as well as the 130
other Spiritans working in the five Districts, are looking forward to hosting the first General Chapter to be held outside
Europe.
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News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
• on 31 January, confirmed the election of Francis NAUGHTON as Group Leader of the Pakistan Group for a second
three-year term, beginning on 10 April 1990;
• on 19 February, confirmed the election of Fr. Sean BYRON
as Provincial Superior of Trans-Canada for a three-year
term, beginning on 1 July 1990;

The Generalate
The Generalate community welcomes Br. Paul Heinz, who
arrived on 20 February to take up an appointment as general
technician. Born in the Diocese of Trier, Germany, in 1936,
he was professed in 1959 and worked in the German Province, mainly at Speyer, until 1979, after which he worked for
a year and a half in Tanzania, and then for the past six years
in Southern Africa, firstly (for three years) in Lesotho, where
he helped in the technical school at Leribe, and then in South
Africa. The Generalate is grateful to the District of Southern
Africa for agreeing to release him for work in Rome.

Europe
Regionalism was one of the subjects discussed at the
Enlarged General Council in Arusha last year, and the annual
meeting of the 10 European Provincials, held at Carcavelos,
Portugal, from 11-16 December, took steps toward more
permanent structures, while recalling that the EGC had
stated clearly that there should be no question of regional
superiors. The 1988 meeting had already set up a permanent secretariat at Rue Lhomond, Paris, and a standing committee composed of Frs. Jean Savoie (France), Vincent
O'Toole (England) and Jose de Castro Oliveira (Portugal).
The 1989 meeting voted statutes that included the recognition of three permanent commissions: of Bursars, Formators, and Justice and Peace Coordinators. A representative
of each of these commissions will attend the Provincials'
meetings, but without voting rights. The representative will
usually be the member of the commission from the Province
hosting the meeting. There will be a Provincial as a member
of each of the commissions: at present Frs. Armand Berghmans (Bursars), Vincent O'Toole (Formators) and Gregor
Lutz (Justice and Peace). The commissions also meet once
a year and have a standing committee and permanent secretariat.

North America
Vocations are not plentiful in North America at present,
but this has not produced a sense of passive resignation in
the Provinces there. The Vocation Directors of North America met for several days last November at Laval House on
the Duquesne University campus, Pittsburgh, to share ideas
and plan for the future. The participants were: Frs. Jeffrey
Duaime (USA/E), who hosted the riieeting, Gregory Flores
(USA/W), Michel Last (Canada), and Robert Colburn and
Garry McCarthy (Trans-Canada). One result of the meeting
was a decision to publish, three times a year, a Vocation
newsletter, "Spiritan Highlights", the first issue of which
appeared in January. Another decision was to celebrate a
Spiritan Vocation Sunday, which was held on 4 February.
On 6-7 January, a meeting of North American Spiritan
Formators was held in Laval House, Toronto. It was hosted
by Frs. Garry McCarthy and Robert Colburn, and nine formators took part, along with Fr. Manuel Gorn;:alves of the General Council, who was in North America on visitation.

Angola
Two of the important historical missions of Angola are
celebrating the centenary of their foundation this year: Caconda, which became the seat of the Prefecture Apostolic of
Cimbebasia-Cubango, and Malanga, which was the centre of

the Religious District of Lunda. It was on 10 December
1889 that Spiritan missionaries arrived at Caconda, having
walked the 280 kms. from Benguela on the coast. Caconda
became a centre from which were founded many of the missions of the central plateau, including Huambo, which is an
Archdiocese today. The mission at Malanga was founded
on 3 May 1890, and became a centre for the evangelization
of the north. It became a Diocese in 195 7.

Canada
In January, the Canadian Province circulated among its
members a draft of a manual for Spiritan lay associates of
the Province, and asked for suggestions and comments.
The booklet gives a brief history of lay association in the
Congregation and the Province, and considers the aims and
practical modalities of association. It is an interesting step
forward in the discussion on a feature of Spiritan life that
may well have considerable development in the future. Canada has seven lay associates at present, and other Provinces that have lay-associate programs are Trans-Canada,
USA East, Germany and Spain.

Trans-Canada
The North American Catholic Education Association has
chosen a Canadian city for the first time for its anriual convention, and will meet in Toronto from 16-19 April 1990. It
has chosen a Toronto Spiritan, Fr. Gerald Fitzgerald, for the
award for distinguished teaching at secondary school level.
Fr. Fitzgerald was principal of Neil McNeil High School, and
since then has founded two other Catholic schools: Regina
Pacis and the Marian Academy.

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
24 Aug. : Frs. James GILTINAN, William HIGGINS, John
JORDAN and John O'NEILL (Ireland).
31 Aug. : Fr. Thomas MAHER (Ireland).
60 Years of Profession:
25 July : Fr. James J. SHERIDAN (USA/E).
60 Years of Priesthood:
6 July : Fr. Gerardus KEMPS (Holland).
50 Years of Priesthood:
7 July
Frs. Jean-Baptiste COUDRA Y (Switzerland), Jose
TEIXEIRA MARQUES (Portugal) and Paul OURY
(France).
21 July
Frs. Johannes BEAKERS, Johannes BESSELINK,
Theodorus GOTTENBOS, Henricus van ROOIJ,
Wilhelmus van SON, Johannes VISSERS, Andreas
WOUTERS (Holland), and Martinus BODEWES
(Brazil Central).
28 July : Fr. Henrique de SA COUTO (Portugal).
4 Aug. : Fr. Joris MAENEN (Belgium).
40 Years a Bishop:
30 June : Archbishop Michel BERNARD (France).

Our Dead
2
6
13
19
28
28
28
2
3
13
22
24
26
29
29

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Louis DIDAILLER (France), 84.
Matthias SCHUERINGS (Germany), 90.
Joseph G. NOPPINGER (USA/E), 84 .
Josef SPOERNDLI (Germany), 80.
August SIMONS (Germany), 84.
Eugene STEGEL (Yaounde), 68.
Patrick J. McNALLY (USA/E), 64.
Philippe REYNAERT (Bangui), 50.
Patrick STAUNTON (USA/E), 70.
Antonio GALHANO (Portugal), 78.
Richard JOYCE (Trans-Canada), 79.
Johannes MEEUWS (Holland), 73.
Seamus MEAGHER (Brazil S.W.), 50.
Franc;ois LEROUX (France), 88.
Josef MERK (Kilimanjaro), 54.
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